DOMAINS: methods and protocols
Progress in science is wholly dependent on experimentation, so it is surprising that many protocols do not make it beyond the pages of a laboratory notebook where they cannot accelerate scientific research in the wider community. Laboratories frequently develop their own protocols or adapt known methods, but so far many of these that have reached publication have often stayed buried within the confines of a research article. As a result, protocols can be difficult to locate by other scientists, which consequently impedes the rate at which our understanding progresses.
It is evident that easy access to clear, comprehensive protocols is paramount, but that published methods must be scientifically sound. A domain of TheScientificWorldJOURNAL, Methods and Protocols, has been established to build a repository of Peer-Reviewed Protocol articles, adding the verification and rigor that is needed to ensure that authors and the scientific community as a whole benefits from best practice techniques. Principal Editor Professor Rickwood, of the University of Essex, and his Editorial Board oversee scientific standards and accept for peer-review a range of methods-related articles types, including methods reviews, technical notes, and original research papers.
Judging by responses to past announcements of the publication of Peer-Reviewed Protocols, it is clear that there is significant interest from authors whose expertise covers a broad spectrum of scientific disciplines. Results from a survey by TheScientificWorldJOURNAL of methods specialists show that there is a strong need for the publication of these articles and that the move toward peer-review and scientific verification of protocols is well received by scientists, with a large majority of respondents saying that they support the move toward protocol articles being peer-reviewed and published in the citable journal literature. Over 80% of respondents to the survey believe there is also value in peer-review and publication of protocols already freely available on web sites. The majority of scientists agree that peer-reviewed publication helps with sharing of knowledge: Reliable protocols are often hard to find.
Upon acceptance for TheScientificWorldJOURNAL, all protocol articles are published within the Methods and Protocols Domain, as well as being associated with all other relevant scientific domains of TheScientificWorldJOURNAL. Published protocols are also linked to the available literature via databases such as sciBASE (http://www.thescientificworld.com/) and Article Finder (http://www.infotrieve.com/).
Following close consultation with experts in scientific methodologies, a set of Author Guidelines was developed to ensure a useful and consistent approach to the publication in TheScientificWorldJOURNAL Protocol Repository (see appendix below). TheScientificWorldJOURNAL has already published many Peer-Reviewed Protocol articles and many more are in the pipeline. A sample article is also available on TheScientificWorldJOURNAL's web site (http://www.thescientificworldjournal.com/). 
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APPENDIX
Publishing Methods and Protocols in TheScientificWorldJOURNAL
The provision of high quality information of scientific methods and protocols is one of the most neglected areas of scientific publishing today -yet this information forms the basic building block of scientific experimentation. Scientific protocols must be easily located and accessed, archived, and above all, they must be clear, comprehensive and scientifically sound.
TheScientificWorldJOURNAL has addressed this by providing for the publication of Peer-Reviewed Protocol articles, adding the verification and rigor to ensure the scientific community benefits from best practice techniques. Published articles will form part of a rapidly growing repository for high quality scientific methodologies, and linked to bibliographic services, such as MedLine, and also to methodsBASE, the premier digital resource. Submissions and peer-review is overseen by expert Editorial Board Members of TheScientificWorldJOURNAL's Methods and Protocols Domain, working in conjunction with other eminent scientists from all Domains of the Journal.
Related Articles Types -Methods and Protocols
TheScientificWorldJOURNAL offers opportunity for publication of other methodology-related articles:
Methods Paper
An original research paper focusing on a particular method or group of methods, with discussion on aspects such as the reliability of the methods, its applications, and practical feasibility.
Technical Note
An abbreviated form of the Methods Paper of usually less than 4 pages (PDF).
Review and Mini-Review Articles
Usually comparing several methods already reported in the literature -the mini-review is less than 12 pages in length and provides a more in-depth topic focus than full review papers.
Instructions to Authors available on request for these related article types.
GETTING YOUR PAPER REVIEWED AND PUBLISHED EFFECTIVELY
To help TheScientificWorldJOURNAL and its Editors process your manuscript effectively, please follow these guidelines carefully:
• TheScientificWorldJOURNAL does not accept manuscripts previously submitted to or published in other journals.
• All authors are responsible for submitting manuscripts in comprehensible US or UK English and ensuring scientific accuracy.
• Authors are required to agree to the terms of the Author License on submission of their manuscript. This ensures Authors retain copyright on publication, while providing the Publisher the rights to distribute the article worldwide. A copy of the Author Agreement is available on request from tsw@infotrieve.com or through the website at http://www.thescientificworldjournal.com/agreement.asp
Authors are solely responsible for obtaining permission for the use of figures, tables, illustrations, etc. from other publications and must retain proof that they have done so.
•
• If your manuscript is accepted subject to revision, you will be expected to revise the manuscript promptly. If there is a significant delay in executing revisions, the manuscript will be regarded as a new submission.
HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR MANUSCRIPT
Your covering letter should include:
• A list the scientific Domain(s) of TheScientificWorldJOURNAL to which your manuscript is relevant (see Appendix 1 below). Highlight one Domain that is of most relevance.
• Contact details of 5 potential referees, including their email addresses
• Special instructions or notes to the Editor.
All manuscripts, including text and figures, must be submitted in electronic form. When submitting via email, ensure your attachments do not exceed 2 MB total file size, but send several emails if required.
Send your manuscript, figures and covering letter in electronic form to Tara Retzlaff at tretzlaff@infotrieve.com
HOW TO PREPARE FILES
Ensure to use your name (surname and initials) and date (month/day/year) in the file name:
Complex tables, line drawings, half tones, color images, equations and mathematical formulae should be submitted as graphic images. All graphic files must be submitted in sufficiently high resolution (300 dpi).
Graphics should be submitted individually as separate files. Do not include figure captions or table legends as part of the graphic image. Please ensure that files are not saved as "read only".
HOW TO PREPARE YOUR MANUSCRIPT
• Manuscripts are to be prepared in the English language.
• For the main text body use Word, WordPerfect, or RTF formatted documents.
Illustrations and images
• Figures must be in FINAL FORM ready for incorporation into HTML files, with a maximum width of 600 pixels.
• Keep in mind that while the use of color is encouraged, manuscripts may be printed by readers in black and white, so the choice of colors should be carefully considered. Crosshatching and stippling are preferable to shading. Light colors (yellow, light blue etc.) should be avoided.
• Authors are responsible for the quality of the images. Always double check how artwork appears on the screen and how it prints before submitting.
• The individual graphic files must be named with their respective numbers and format types. Be sure to indicate clearly the placement and corresponding file name.
Text
• It is best to use a clear, easy-to-read typeface/font (e.g., Times Roman, Arial) for text, references, etc.
• Ensure all characters are correctly represented throughout the manuscript, e.g., 1 (one), l (lower case el), I (upper case I), 0 (zero), O (upper case oh), x (ex), × (times symbol).
• Use the appropriate symbol function (e.g., in Word -Insert/Symbol) for Greek letters, mathematical symbols, etc.
• Abbreviations should be spelled out and defined at first mention in the text, then abbreviated thereafter.
• If available in your word processing program, use the hyperlink capability to create internal or external links. TheScientificWorldJOURNAL will check links to make sure they operate properly. Authors are responsible for informing the Publisher of any changes to URL's after publication of their articles.
• Links to outside sources: If you wish to link from your manuscript to outside sources, you are responsible for the accuracy and relevance of those sites. All the information necessary to make the link should be provided. (For example, to make a link from the reference section directly to a cited article, you must first check that the article is available to users and that the URL is accurately recorded in the citation.)
For example: Molecular representations were made using C3#D 
E-mail addresses
Please supply email addresses of all authors. The Publisher will only provide authors' email addresses in connection with TheScientificWorldJOURNAL on request.
Keywords and phrases
Submit as many keywords and phrases as you consider would be useful in locating your manuscript. The Editors and the Publisher may edit key word list for consistency. Alternative spellings, common abbreviations and alternative names should be provided. For example: Serotonin (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT). These will be stored with the manuscript and will aid retrieval from key word and free text searches.
Domains
Select ALL scientific audiences who may have an interest in your research (see Appendix 1). This will help publicize your paper to the wider scientific community. Highlight the Domain that is the principal Domain as this will help in the peer-reviewing process. 
Method
Abstract
Abstracts should be concise and to the point, and clearly state the scope and scientific context of the article in language that will be understood by a broad scientific, medical and technical audience.
Synopsis
This is a short, promotional statement of no more than 75 words that will be used in conjunction with the publication of your article (for instance, as part of Tables of  Contents) . It should help explain the broader significance and context of your research. Do not use specialist terms, and do not repeat text found within the abstract.
Main Text
Organize your headings and subheadings as follows: Methods -what to do and how • numbered, step-by-step instruction for executing protocol e.g. add this to that mix by inverting/vortexing/stirring spin 5' @ 1000g tips and troubleshooting information e.g. lysed DNA looks like a gooey mass prior to centrifugation note any steps that require special attention
Figures, tables, multi-media elements etc
Authors may submit extended datasets, tables and figures and enrich content using video, audio, animation and 3-D.
Graphics should be submitted individually as separate files. Be sure to indicate clearly the placement and corresponding file name.
If you have a large number of images available or they are too large for the screen constraints, a link must be made from the manuscript to your home site.
Multi-media: If you enhance your manuscript with audio, video, 3D or animation, a link must be made from the manuscript to your home website. The correct reference should be posted and linked to TheScientificWorldJOURNAL with a brief description of the contents in the manuscript itself. If you need further assistance, contact us at tsw@infotrieve.com.
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References / Bibliography
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the references and must make sure all references cited within the text are also listed in the Reference List. There is no limit placed on the number of references in any manuscript. References are to be numbered consecutively in the text and the reference section using the following styles:
TEXT:
"This theory is supported by vaccine studies using a gene gun to administer plasmid. It has been demonstrated that, after intradermal administration of plasmid with a gene gun, plasmid directly transfects the resident APC of the skin (Langerhans cells), resulting in the subsequent migration of these cells to the draining lymph node, where antigen is expressed [12] ."
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NEED HELP?
At any time, you may contact us with questions: tretzlaff@infotrieve.com or tsw@infotrieve.com.
APPENDIX II
Publishing Domains of TheScientificWorldJOURNAL
Please review the listing below and select ALL of the publishing Domains that are of relevance to your article. You can select as many Domains as are relevant, but please indicate which Domain is the principal Domain as this will assist with the peer-review process. Domain selection is subject to peer-review.
Your work will be promoted to all of our members that have indicated an interest in the fields your article covers. For your convenience, the Domains have been divided into general areas of research interest (e.g. Genetics, Genomics & Proteomics) . Please make sure that you look at all of these generalized research areas when searching for relevant Domains.
